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were even now lurking about with the view of taking my life
as they had done that of the overseer. Three days had passed
since we left the last water, and it was very doubtful when we
might find any more. Six hundred miles of country had to
be traversed before I could hope to obtain the slightest 'aid or
assistance of any kind, whilst I knew not that a single drop of
water, or an ounce of flour, had been left by these murderers
from the stock that had previously been so small.

*With an aching heart and in most painful reflections, I
passed this dreadful night, Every moment appeared to be
protracted to an hour, and it seemed as if daylight would never
appear. About midnight the wind ceased, and the weather
became bitterly cold and frosty. I had nothing on but a shirt
and a pair of trousers, and suffered most acutely from the
cold. To mental anguish was now added intense bodily pain.
Suffering and distress had well-nigh overwhelmed me, and life
seemed hardly worth the effort to prolong it. Ages can never
efface the horrors of this single night, nor would the wealth of
the world ever tempt me to go through a similar one again.
At last daylight dawned once more, but sad and heart-rending
was the scene it presented to my view after driving the horses
to what had been our last night's camp. The corpse of my
poor companion lay extended on the ground, with his eyes
open, but cold and glazed in death, The same stem resolution
and fearless open look which had characterized him when
living stamped the expression of his countenance even now.
He had fallen upon his back 4 or 5 yards from where he had
been sleeping, and was dressed only in his shirt. In all prob-
ability the noise made by the natives in plundering the camp
had awoke him, and upon his jumping up, with a view of stop-
. ping them, they had fired upon and killed him.'

Eyre's fear regarding the loyalty of his remaining black boy,
Wylie, was fortunately disproved. The young savage followed
his master with the fidelity of a dog, watching over him when
lie slept, rsupporting him when he stumbled, leading him when
he was nearly blind with the glare of the sun and sand*